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PEER FACILITATORS: Student leaders aim to 
improve culture at Xenia High School 
If a student is struggling to fit in, is having difficulty with a 
social situation, or is stressed out and overwhelmed by 
classwork and tests, oftentimes they just need someone 
to talk to, someone who listens. They need someone who 
understands what they’re going through. At Xenia High 
School, a group of students have learned how to do just that. 

During the first semester of the school year, a group of 24 
students, led by Social Studies teacher Ben Moore, learned 
empathy, active listening, questioning, and paraphrasing 
skills to be able to help their peers.

This semester, the students are offering “Peer Listening 
Sessions” to help their classmates during times of stress or 
crisis. The students also learned about confidentiality, and 
learned that if a situation is serious or a student  
is in danger, they will report to a teacher. 

“Sometimes kids don’t want to go to an adult, they would 
rather talk to a student who has been through a similar 
situation,” said senior Wyatt Spahr, pictured left. “We’re 
here to listen.”

Aside from holding one-on-one listening sessions, the Peer 
Facilitators organized broader-reaching campaigns to help 
cultivate a welcoming and supportive school culture. In 
the fall they organized a “Confidence Cards” drive — they 
made cards, and gave candy and compliments to brighten 
a kid’s day as a way to say, “we’re glad you’re here in school 
with us.” They also organized anti-bullying activities to 
emphasize the importance of being nice, and a “Hey Day” 
— students wore name tags and were encouraged to start 
conversations with students they didn’t know well.

“We want to spread positivity and show students that we 
care,” said senior Abbi Sparkman, pictured right. 
 

UPCOMING DATES: 

JANUARY 21: No School, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day

FEBRUARY 1: No School, Staff Professional Development Day 

FEBRUARY 15: K-8 Conferences, No School. HS in session

FEBRUARY 18: No School, President’s Day

SPRING BREAK is March 25 through 29

MAY 17: No School, Staff Professional  
Development Day

MAY 27: No School, Memorial Day

MAY 30: Last Day of School 
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Great things are 
happening in Xenia 
Community Schools 

every single day. 
Check out our 

redesigned website 
and watch our new 

video to get a glimpse 
inside our classrooms, 

see highlights from 
our staff, students, 

and community, 
and be proud of the 
work we’re doing to 

educate Xenia’s youth. 
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Creative Corner
Drawings by students from Arrowood,  
Cox, McKinley, and Tecumseh Elementaries, 
as well as Xenia Preschool, in the  
following classrooms: Mrs. Baumgartner,  
Mrs. Frauman, Mr. Hofmann,  
Ms. Lewis, Mrs. Pagett, Mrs. Phipps,  
Mrs. Saylor, and Mr. Toscani.

Students in the Peer Facilitators program were 
selected by their teachers and went through a 
rigorous interview process. Fifty students applied and 
24 were accepted. Interest in the program is growing 
as the Facilitators’ work is becoming more visible. 
Feedback from students has been overwhelmingly 
positive.

“Knowing you can affect someone in a positive way, 
not so much on a friendship level but at a therapist 
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level, that is so impactful. We now have the skills 
to potentially save someone from doing something 
destructive to themselves or others,” Wyatt said. 

Mr. Moore plans to expand the Peer Facilitation 
program next year, offering a mentoring program 
that pairs freshman with upper classmen and 
reaching the middle and elementary school students 
through a pen pal program, anti-bullying campaigns, 
and alcohol, tobacco and drug prevention programs. 


